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1.1.  (C)  On  July  11  military  spokesman  Prasad  Samarasinghe 
announced  that  the  military  had  taken  Baron's  Cap,  the  last 
remaining  high  point  in  Thoppigala,  the  Liberation  Tigers  of 
Tamil  Eelam's  (LTTE)  last  stronghold  in  the  East.  Later  that 
evening,  LTTE  defense  spokesman  Irasiah  Illanthirayan  issued 
a statement  acknowledging  the  loss  of  Thoppigala  and  the  rest 
of  the  LTTE ' s eastern  strongholds  but  warning  that  the 
results  will  be  different  if  the  military  attempts  to  invade 
Tiger-controlled  territory  in  the  North.  For  nearly  two 
months  prior,  the  military  had  announced  that  the  fall  of 
Thoppigala  was  "imminent"  as  it  took  control  of  the  territory 
piece-by-piece.  The  number  of  these  announcements  led  to 
skepticism,  particularly  within  the  media,  about  the 
military's  real  progress.  However,  on  July  8 Embassy 
interlocutors  informed  us  that  dozens  of  LTTE  cadres, 
including  many  suspected  to  be  Tiger  leaders,  were  seen 
abandoning  Thoppigala  and  moving  towards  LTTE-controlled 
territory  in  the  North. 

1.2.  (SBU)  The  clearing  of  Thoppigala  is  the  latest  effort  in 
the  Sri  Lanka  military's  campaign  since  April  2006  to  drive 
the  LTTE  out  of  its  strongholds  in  the  East.  The  Tigers  were 
deeply  embedded  in  all  of  the  major  cities  along  the  Eastern 
seaboard,  with  some  estimates  placing  as  much  as  80  percent 

of  Batticaloa  District  under  Tiger  control.  As  a result,  the 
fighting  was  intense  and  lasted  much  longer  than  the  military 
had  anticipated.  By  the  end  of  May  2007,  however,  the 
military  had  captured  all  of  the  Tigers'  bases  of  operation, 
with  the  exception  of  Thoppigala,  approximately  15  kilometers 
west  of  Batticaloa. 

13.  (C)  COMMENT:  The  fall  of  Thoppigala  could  have 

significant  political  ramifications  for  the  Rajapaksa 
administration.  In  recent  weeks  even  hard-line  Sinhalese 
nationalist  parties  like  the  JVP  have  become  increasingly 


critical  of  the  administration.  Although  the  military's 
incessant  announcements  that  the  fall  of  Thoppigala  was 
"imminent"  were  viewed  with  skepticism,  its  eventual  success 
should  provide  the  Rajapaksa  administration  with  a political 
victory  with  which  it  can  temporarily  rally  its  supporters 
and  quiet  its  detractors.  However,  even  the  GSL 1 s official 
web  portal  cautioned  that  the  fall  of  Thoppigala  should  not 
be  equated  with  the  elimination  of  Tiger  cadres  from  the 
East.  The  Tigers  are  almost  surely  planning  to  create  havoc 
in  the  East,  and  if  they  strike  soon,  they  may  cut  short  the 
afterglow  of  the  military's  victory  and  Rajapaksa 's  reprieve 
from  political  dissension. 
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